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XVI NORTH AMERICAN ZARATHUSHTI CONGRESS 2012

XVI"North American
Zarathushti
Congress
New York

o .
\RATHUSHTI EXISTENCE IN RARY WORLD

The XVI NORTH AMERICAN ZARATHUSHTI CONGRESS 2012 will bring
together Zarathushtis of all ages to celebrate our community and explore

the theme of the Congress “ZARATHUSHTI EXISTENCE IN THE
CONTEMPORARY WORLD".

Evolution depends upon adapting to the environment, and this theme
challenges us to examine where we are, and how we need to adapt so that
we not only survive but thrive. Speakers include respected scholars and
historians, distinguished community members, and people who are making
a change in the world.

Topics presented will help us to look at who we are, who we want to be,
and what we have to do to get there. Together, we will discuss these issues
and their possible solutions. We welcome you to bring your ideas and
expect to participate fully.

In addition to our distinguished speakers and panelists listed below, we are

pleased to introduce Dr. Trita Parsi, who will be the Keynote Speaker; and
Prof. Yuhan Sohrab-Dinshaw Vevaina, who will give the Khorshed

Jungalwala Lecture at the XVI NAZC 2012. Visit our website to learn more
on these esteemed speakers.

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF PROGRAM TRACKS AND SPEAKERS:

¥

PROGRAM TRACK SPEAKERS / PANELISTS

Ervad Soli Dastur Ms. Anahita Dua

Dr. Khushroo Patel

Zarathushti Core Beliefs

Zarathushti Identity Ms. Roshan Rivetna
Ervad Dr. Jehan Bagli
Mr. Jimmy Kumana
Ervad Cawas Desai

Ms. Ferzin Patel

Dr. Parastu Dubash
Mr. Mohsen Zandieh
Dr. Ali Jafarey

Ervad Kobad Zarolia

Ms. Farzin Avari
Ms. Behrose Taraporewalla

Ervad Poruz Khambatta
Ms. Trity Pourbahrami

Intergenerational Dialogue:
Motivation,
Inspiration, Action!

Combating Poverty In Our Ms. Armene Modi

Communities Abroad

Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly

Preserving Persian Prof. Richard Nelson Frye Another Scholar to be Announced

Heritage Mr. Alahyar Dabestani Mr. Behmard Khosravi
The Sudreh Pushi/ Navjote  Dr. Jehan Bagli Prof. Kaikhosrov Irani
Ceremony And Ms. Nahid Dashtaki

The Kushti Ritual

For detailed Program information visit http://nazc.zagny.org
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EVENT UPDATES

SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL: THE POWER OF INDEPENDENT MEDIA
BY: DEENA GUZDER

As a news producer for the award-winning TV/radio show Democracy
Now! in New York City, I deeply appreciate the power of independent
media. After all, Democracy Now! is the largest public media
collaboration in the United States.

Given Democracy Now!'s commitment to independent media, it's no
surprise that we began this year by broadcasting LIVE from the
Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah (January 19-29, 2012). After
all, Sundance is the nation’s largest festival for independent cinema. We
had the opportunity to feature independent voices from not only the
United States but also around the world. One of the people who we
interviewed was Robert Redford, the founder of the film festival. Redford
is @ renowned actor, director and producer of Hollywood film sensations
(as my mom would say, he’s the heartthrob of his generation!).

However, Redford is more than just a handsome face. He’s also a deeply
committed social-justice activist who took his phenomenal mainstream
commercial success and leveraged it to promote his real passions: environmental justice, Native
American rights and independent filmmaking.

DEENA WITH ROBERT REDFORD

During our interview at Sundance, Redford told us, “I wanted to focus on independent films to keep
alive the independent spirit through storytelling and movie making. So that’s what led to the
festival.” For more, please visit www.DemocracyNow.org

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
BY: TANYA BHARDA

On March 1st, 2012, in New York City, five Zoroastrians
made a presentation at the United Nations for the
Commission on the Status of Women. On behalf of
Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America
(FEZANA), Behram Pastakia, Homi Gandhi, Afreed Mistry,
Freyaz Shroff, and Tanya Bharda, presented a workshop |
on “NGO Learnings: Empowering Rural Women to |
Overcome Poverty and Hunger”. Representatives of many -
nations, including many Zoroastrians, participated in the [-R AFREED M RY, H / " FR
workshop. SHROFF, TANYA BHARDA, BEHRAM PASTAKIA
The goal of FEZANA’s presentation was to share the experiences of the World Zoroastrian
Organization and Gram Seva Trust in empowerment of women, highlighting the successes achieved
during the last two decades. Other non-government organizations (NGOs) represented by people
from Nigeria, Sudan, Serbia, and Taiwan acknowledged that they faced similar problems in their own
countries. They observed that they could use many aspects of the presentation in their own NGOs.

Q and A session following the presentation reflected on the main ingredient of the success for any
NGO--gaining trust of the local community served by the NGO. During this process, the most
important thing is never to give up. The goal is to try to make these women understand that the
NGO is only there to help them. If the NGO gives up and leaves, then they are just making it harder
for the next group to step in. A woman from Nigeria observed that her NGO experienced similar
issues. She wanted to collaborate with FEZANA in the future.

Many of these representatives wanted to use the formula of the feed prepared and given to children
by Gram Seva Trust for the reduction of malnutrition. The presentation went spectacularly well and
in the end many people from all walks of life came up to congratulate the presenters. These women
from all over the world had something in common. It was amazing that everyone came together to
stand up and take steps to change the status of women.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

NAVROZE & ZARATHUSTRA'’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2012

ZAGNY & IZA PRESENT THE THIRD JOINT CELEBRATION FOR
NAVROZE AND ZARATHUSTRA'’S BIRTHDAY
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2012, 6:30PM ONWARDS
AT THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, 353 E. CLINTON AVE, TENAFLY, NJ 07670
Program for the Evening - 6:30pm: Registration
7:00pm: Cocktails (Cash Bar) and Appetizers
8:30pm: New Darbe Mehr Building Presentation
9:00pm: Dinner and Dessert
9:30pm: Electronics Raffle Drawing & Air India Tickets Silent
Auction Winner Announcement
10:00pm onwards Dancing
To register, please mail completed form along with your check or visit www.zagny.org to register online
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REGISTRATION FORN FOR NAVROZE & ZARATHUSTRA'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

NAME:
LAST FIRST
EMAIL: PHONE:_( )
ADULT MEMBERS (ZAGNY / IZA) @ $40.00 =$
SENIOR CITIZENS (65 YRS & OVER) @ $30.00 =
CHILDREN (5 TO 12 YRS) @ $25.00 =$
(UNDER 5 YRS FREE)
NON-MEMBERS @ $50.00 =$
DONATION (OPTIONAL) =$
(PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH FUND)
TOTAL VIA CHECK # =$
MEAL PREFERENCE: VEGETARIAN - ADULTS CHILDREN
NON-VEGETARIAN - ADULTS CHILDREN

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO ZAGNY AND MAIL BEFORE MARCH 22, 2012 TO:
KERMAN DUKANDAR, ZAGNY TREASURER, 96 BERNARD AVENUE, EDISON, NJ 08837

At-the-Gate-Fee and Registrations received after March 22, 2012 will be charged $55 per person
ZAGNY / IZA reserve the right to close registration at any time.
Registration fee is NON-REFUNDABLE
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ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF GREATER NEW YORK

PRESENTS

MUST HAVE

ELECTRONICS

GRAND PRIZE SECOND PRIZE THIRD PRIZE

SONY 55” Full HD, 3D, SONY VAIO S series 13.3” SONY Alpha DSLR
LED TV, with 240hz LED laptop Camera With
Motion Flow Intel i Series Processor, Interchangeable
Win 7 Operating System Lenses

TICKETS: $25 EACH; OR BUY 3 GET 1 FREE

Drawing will be held at the
Jamshedi Navroze & Zarathustra's Birthday Celebration
on March 31, 2012

(ticket holders need not be present to win)

To purchase tickets or if you would like to help sell raffle tickets, please contact -

Mahrukh Cama at mahrukh@®zagny.org

FUNDRAISER FOR THE
XVI NORTH AMERICAN ZARATHUSHTI CONGRESS, 2012

http://zagny.org




UPCOMING EVENTS CONTD.

& y
MAY 5, 2012: REVLON RUN/WALK FOR WOMEN’S CANCER ‘7 -
On Saturday, May 5th, 2012, ZAGNY will participate in the 15th Annual Revion Run/ LA

Walk for Women in the fight to help eradicate women's cancer. Over the past several years, with
the participation of many ZAGNY members, their families and friends, we have raised thousands
of dollars for this worthy cause. Our team name is "ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF GREATER
NEW YORK". Please register at

http://do.eifoundation.org/site/TR/RevionRunWalk/NYRRW?team id=3225&pg=team&fr id=1081

If you have any questions, please call team captain Sheroo Kanga at 609-448-0192 or email at
kangavs@yahoo.com or contact co-captain Khursheed Navder at knavder@hunter.cuny.edu

MAY 5, 2012: ZOROASTRIANS STEPPING FORWARD

"Zoroastrians Stepping Forward" (ZSF), a NextGenNow (NGN) initiative, is an international day of
service that will be led by local chapters on May 5th, 2012.

Associations are encouraged to organize a day of fun and host a shoe drive to support local
charities. This event will help raise awareness about the importance of shoes in enhancing the
physical, mental and emotional lives of disadvantaged individuals. Furthermore, it is an opportunity
for the Zoroastrian community to gather to celebrate health and philanthropy.

ZAGNY and IZA would like to kick off this initiative with a shoe drive at our March 31st Function
followed by support at both the April and May religious classes. This is a good project for students
to work on as part of the "Good Life" program offered by ZAGNY.

Please donate new and gently used shoes to make this initiative a success!

XVI NAZC 2012 ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEEKING FREQUENT FLYER MILES DONORS

Do you ask yourself, how can I help with the Congress in August because I don't have the time with
work, home and family? Here is your chance! The XVI NAZC 2012 Organizing Committee is looking
for donors to donate airline miles to help facilitate air travel for some of our distinguished guests
who are contributing their time and efforts to our community. While millions of us accrue frequent
flyer miles through reward programs, the number of people who actually use them is considerably
smaller. This program is a wonderful way to donate without having to dip into your savings. For
questions or to donate miles, please contact Gev Nentin at nentin@optonline.net

CALL FOR GRAPHIC DESIGNERS WITH SKILLS IN ADOBE INDESIGN CS4

For the XVI NAZC 2012, we are coming out with a brochure, to be published at the Congress. If you
are a graphic designer, and have skills and competency in Adobe InDesign CS4.0 and can volunteer
some time for graphic layouts etc., please get in touch with us. All the work involved can be done
from your home computer. If you can spare time please email Mrinalini Nair at
mindy@zagny.org or Arzan Sam Wadia at arzan@zagny.org

EXHIBIT ROOM: SEEKING DISPLAY ITEMS & VOLUNTEERS

The XVI NAZC, 2012 shall showcase the theme of the Congress, ‘Zarathushti Existence in the
Contemporary World’ in an Exhibit Room.

The Exhibit Room team is looking for unique objects of Persian origin or style, for display. Items
should represent our history or culture in Persia.

The Exhibit Room team is also looking for assistance in various areas, such as Audio-Visual
support, Staging, Creating Wall Posters and Exhibits, etc.

For further information on exhibit items and/or if you would like to help with the Exhibit Room,
please email Arnaz Maneckshana at amanecksha@aol.com or call (201)342-7283.
5




There's no stopping us
from getting you

to India faster

NOW, AIR INDIA OFFERS ALL NON-STOP SERVICE
FROM NORTH AMERICA TO INDIA

New York Delhi Mumbai
Newark Mumbai Ahmedabad
Chicago Delhi Hyderabad
Toronto Delhi Amritsar

All flights are operated with state-of-the-art Boeing 777’s, and feature Economy,
Executive and First Class service — plus our award-winning in-flight hospitality. If you
are continuing from Delhi or Mumbai to the above-listed cities, you will save even more
time by clearing customs and immigration at your final destination.

For details and reservations, contact your travel agent, call 1-800-223-7776,
or visit www.airindia.in today.

V74 /£ F L~ 74
V. )/ - /.7 7274

Have_yoi tried the new Aur india’
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FROM NORTH AMERI c TO INDIA
NON-STOP

BIDITO

THE TWO TICKETS
AT THE JOINT ZAGNY - 1ZA
FUNCTION on
MARCHI31ST, 2012

FUNDRAISER FOR THE XVI NORTH AMERICAN ZARATHUSHTI CONGRESS, 2012




COMMUNITY CORNER

ZAGNY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Due to the joint ZAGNY - IZA Navroze and Zarathustra’s Birthday celebration on March
31, 2012, ZAGNY's Annual General Meeting, scheduled to take place at the March function
shall now be held during Religion Class on Sunday, April 1, 2012 at 1:30 pm (after
circle time).

All members are invited to attend and participate in the discussions. As a courtesy please
RSVP Sheroo Kanga at kangavs@yahoo.com or Jasely Dukandar at
jdukandar@pomeroy.com by March 27, 2012, if you will stay for lunch (and are not a
Religion Class attendee).

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

A
- ¥ ¥ ,.l"‘ i
Congratulations to Mehroo and Keki Bengali on their 50" Wedding ' 5‘0@;{ \
Anniversary, celebrated in New Jersey with their son Minoo, daughter-in-law & 2 ¥
Dinaz, grandchildren Shawn and Pearl, and friends on February 11, 2012. ,{'

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Grandparents Gool and Farrokh Patel are delighted to share the news of the
birth of their grandson Torin Behram Kelly on January 21, 2012, to daughter
Roshan and son-in-law Brandon Kelly. Torin is brother to Ara and nephew to
Zarine Patel and Shenaz Patel.

Yazad and Maharukh Dalal, welcome with joy, their son Kaihan, born on
February 5th, 2012 in New York City. Grandparents Freny & Hormazd
Dalal and Behram & Gulshan Sorabji.

Shahnaz and Kaizad Darbari, welcome with joy, their son Kian, born on
February 23, 2012 in New York City. Grandparents Goolu & Pervez Darbari
and Zenobia & Percy Shroff.

ZAGNY welcomes our newest additions to the community

SAD DEMISE

Annie Stahli, wife of late Walter Stahli, mother of Annamarie Jessy
Colah, mother-in-law of Eric Colah, grandmother to Perin, Freddy,
Zenobia, passed away peacefully on January 25, 2012 in Zurich,
Switzerland at the age of 92.

Edal Desai, husband of Prochie, father of Ratu and Neville Kumana
and Faredoon and Rashna Desai, grandfather to Shirin Arzan Sam
] Wadia, Soraabb, Xerxis and Zehan, passed away on February 4, 2012
. in Mumbai, India.

Phiroze Dinshaw, husband of Mani, father of Bomi and Najoo, father-in-law of Nina and Tim,
grandfather to Erik, Cyrus, Jesse, Dilshad and Natasha passes away on February 6, 2012 in
Mumbai, India.

Hutoxi Cyrus Mehta, wife of Cyrus Fali Mehta, mother of Neville Cyrus Mehta, sister of Xerxes
Antia, sister-in-law of Smita Antia, passed away on February 14, 2012 in Mumbai, India.
ZAGNY extends it’'s heartfelt condolences to the grieving families
8




COMMUNITY CORNER CONTD.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Dilshad Marolia and Zal Dabhoiwala 312 East 23rd Street, Apt 4C,
New York, NY 10010
Tel. No: (646) 853-5643
email: dilshad.marolia@gmail.com

ZAGNY extends a warm welcome to our new members

ADDRESS CHANGE

Cyrus Davierwalla 23 Emmet Ct
Piscataway, NJ 08854-5579
Parynaz and Khushroo Vimadalal 6 Briar Hills Circle
Springfield
NJ 07081

Phone: (973) 258-1009
13t ZOROASTRIAN GAMES IN TORONTO

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario (ZSO) and the Zoroastrian Sports Committee (ZSC) proudly
announce that registration for this years games is how open! We invite you to take advantage of
our early bird deadline of March 22, 2012 and register to attend and participate in the 13th
Zoroastrian Games in Toronto, ON Canada.

We encourage you to register early as all spots for athletes, housing, and social events will be on a
first-come-first-serve basis - and we tend to reach capacity very fast. For more information and to
register please visit any of the following websites:

WWW.ZS0.0rg

www.zathletics.com

www.zgames-2012.com

If you have any questions, please email us at: ZGames2012@yahoo.ca

What: The 13th Zoroastrian Games
When: June 29 - July 3, 2012
Where: The Magnificent York University

We look forward to seeing you in Toronto from June 29- July 3rd 2012!

GLORIA BARRON PRIZE FOR YOUNG HEROES

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING YOUNG LEADERS AGES 8 TO 18!

The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes invites nominations for its 2012 awards. The Barron
Prize, founded by author T.A. Barron is in honor of his mother, who worked for twenty years to
create the “Touch Museum” of natural history at the Colorado School for the Deaf and Blind.

Each year, the Barron Prize honors inspiring young people who have made a significant positive
difference to people and our planet. Ten winners each receive $2,500 to support their service work
or higher education. Nomination deadline is April 30, 2012.

Nominees must be legal residents of and currently residing in the United States or Canada at the
time of nomination.

For more information and to nominate, visit http://bit.ly/edhitj
The Barron Prize -- 545 Pearl Street -- Boulder, CO 80302
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ZAGNY 2012 MEMBERSHIP

ZAGNY Board invites you to be a part of the tri-state Zoroastrian community. Become a
2012 ZAGNY MEMBER and avail of member registration rates for ZAGNY events; be a part of our email list
to receive community news-flashes and event updates; subscribe to our info-packed newsletters; bring your
tots-n-teens to the Darbe Mehr for monthly Religion Classes; and share in the pride of hosting the XVI North
American Zarathushti Congress, 2012 as a ZAGNY member!

Your Board has strived not to increase membership dues and has maintained the same rates as in the past
year. Please complete the form or sign up online at www.zagny.org We look forward to your participation as

a 2012 ZAGNY MEMBER and count on your support through membership dues and donations. Thank you!
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/\JRWE\ S
@ 2012 ZAGNY MEMBERSHIP FORM 0O New Member 0O Returning Member

w Note: all information on this membership form may be made public — please use your discretion when completing the form
NAME:
Last Name First Name Spouse’s Name
CHILDREN: Name Date of Birth (mm/yyyy)

My contact information has changed within the last year O YES O NO

HOME ADDRESS:
Phone (Home):

Phone (Cell):
E-Mail: O
Spouse’s E-Mail: O
Please check box if you would NOT like to be on the ZAGNY email list
Prefer Newsletter via: Email O Hard Copy O
MEMBER’S INFORMATION SPOUSE’S INFORMATION

Originally from:
Company Name:
Profession/Title:

Address:

Business Phone: ( ) - ( ) -

Business Fax: ( ) - ( ) -

Business E-mail:

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (please select one): ** X please allocate my

Regular Member* Associate Member** donation to the foll. fund(s):

[ ] [ ] Family membership $120 | O NewBuilding $__

[ ] [ 1 Individual adult membership $60 O General Fund $

[ 1] [ 1] Senior citizen - per person $35 O Scholarship $

[ ] [ 1] Student membership $30 O Critical Assist. $

[ ] [ 1 Non-resident membership $45 O Library $

Donation ***; S 0 2012 Congress $

TOTAL via CHECK # ' $ O Other $

* *%x
Regular Member: At least one member of the family is Zoroastrian Associate Member: No member of the family is Zoroastrian

o Family: Parent(s) and their Children under the age of 21 yrs. Please make your check payable to ZAGNY and

o Individual Adult: 21 years old and over. mail along with your completed form to:
ZAGNY Treasurer - Kerman Dukandar

96 Bernard Avenue

o Senior Citizen: 65 years old and over.

o Student: Enrolled Full-Time at an Academic Institution. Edison, NJ 08837
o Non-Resident: Residing outside the States of New York,
New Jersey and Connecticut. Tel. 732-494-7976

PLEASE NOTE: THE NEXT ZAGNY MEMBERS DIRECTORY WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 2013
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IF YOU OWN YOUR HOME, WHY RENT ELECTRICITY?

I will show you how you can get Solar Panels on your Solar
Worthy Home's Roof for:

Little To $ 0.00 DOWN.

$ 0.00 INSTALLATION COST.

$ 0.00 INSURANCE.

$ 0.00 FOR TOWNSHIP PERMITS — ZONING & ELECTRIC.

$ 0.00 FOR YOUR ROOF SURVEY (for Solar Panels installation)

FREE POWERFUL WEB-MONITORING (Facility to monitor
your Electric Consumption Daily, Weekly, Monthly)

FREE NET METERING where you deposit excess electrical
energy generated NOT consumed by you to be deposited
back on the GRID and get CREDIT for the same

Your Home is Solar Worthy if:
There are NO or Very Little Tree Shading Challenges.
Your Roof Azimuth (facing) is anywhere from South East
(SE) to South West (SW). IDEAL Roof facing is Southerly
Your ROOF has a Single layer of Shingles.

FREE IS GOOD

CALL Fali D. Shroff 201-887-8125
Solar System Designer and Solar Energy Consultant

I THANK YOU!

ROHINTON CAMA for always
helping with shopping and stocking
supplies for our monthly religion class
and ZAGNY events.....thank you for
all you do!

_‘ SEND US YOUR NEWS

ZAGNY Newsletters shall continue to
share with the community,
announcements of joyous occasions as
well as sad demises. If you wish to
include an announcement, kindly email
the information to a newsletter team
member listed below. Thank you!

C 4
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928 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT 06510

INTERNATIONAL CONSOLIDATORS
EUROPE, INDIA, ASIA, CRUISES,
DISNEY, CARIBBEAN, HAWAII
HONEYMOONS, FAMILY REUNIONS,
GROUPS & EVENT MANAGEMENT

“WE ARE HERE TO STAY”

MAHRUK & LOKESH SHARMA

203 562 4557//11 800 LOKESH S
Mahruk@sbcqglobal.net Cell 203 687 9039
Lokeshs@sbcglobal.net Cell 203 435 4014

A Full Service IATAN appointed Agency since 1980

¥ 2

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM
If you do not wish to receive future
ZAGNY Newsletters, please contact a
Newsletter Team Member listed below.

To receive your newsletter online, please
sign-up at —
http://zagny.org/list/?p=subscribe&id=1

Questions and suggestions? Contact —

Sheroo Kanga — secretary@zagny.org
Nina Mistry — jointsecretary@zagny.org
Arzan Sam Wadia — webmaster@zagny.org

i ADVERTISE IN YOUR ZAGNY

NEWSLETTER

Rates per issue:
s page- $25
2 page- $50
Full page - $100
20% discount for annual rates

‘ n Find us on

Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/zagnyusa

http://twitter.com/_zagny

i WE ARE ON THE WEB

VISIT US AT
WWW.ZAGNY.ORG
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SHEROO KANGA
ZAGNY SECRETARY
159 ARISTOTLE WAY
CRANBURY, NJ 08512

NAVROZE MUBARAKX!

SAWVIE
THIE
DATE

03/31, Saturday 04/01, Sunday 05/05, Saturday

+ ZAGNY - IZA, NAVROZE & + ZAGNY RELIGION CLASS + REVLON RUN/WALK FOR
ZARATHUSTRA’S BIRTHDAY + ZAGNY ANNUAL GENERAL WOMEN’S CANCER
CELEBRATION MEETING  FIRST ANNUAL

ZOROASTRIAN DAY OF
SERVICE - ZOROASTRIANS
STEPPING FORWARD

05/06, Sunday

+ ZAGNY RELIGION CLASS

« DMZT ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING




